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CHAPTER V.

SOME REMARKS ON THE LIFE OF FATHER JEAN DE

BREBEUF.

FATHER Jean de Brebeuf had been chosen by
God to be the first Apostle of the Hurons, the
first of our Society who set foot there,— and

who, not having found there a single Savage who
invoked the name of God, labored there so success-
fully for the salvation of those poor Barbarians that
before his death he had the consolation of seeing
nearly seven thousand baptized there, and the Cross
of Jesus Christ planted [59] everywhere with glory,
and adored in a country which, from the birth of the
world, had never been Christian.

He was sent to New France in the year 1625, by
the Reverend Father Pierre Coton; and for his first
attempt, his first apprenticeship, he spent the winter
roving in the woods, with the Montagnais tribes
nearest Kebec, in which life he had much to suffer,
until the Summer of the following year, 1626. He
then came up here to the Hurons, devouring the
difficulties of these barbarous languages with a suc-
cess so felicitous that he seemed to have been born
only for these countries. He adapted his own nature
and temperament to the customs among these peo-
ples, with so much ability,—becoming all things to
all men, in order to win them to Jesus Christ,— that
he had ravished their hearts, and was singularly loved
there, when he was constrained to return to France,


